Rising 6th Grade Reading List

St. Anthony School, El Segundo

Ms. Sliney

All rising 6th graders are required to read:
Spinelli, Jerry - CRASH  
 Spinelli gives readers the world through the eyes of a cocky, seventh-grade super-jock named Crash Coogan. 
Additionally, all rising 6th graders should choose TWO books from the attached list to read over the summer (thus students will be reading a minimum of three books). One of these books should be used for the cereal box report and the other should be used for the attached writing assignment. 

Any student that reads 10 or more of these books will go on a field trip to Rite Aide the first week of school for a complimentary ice cream prize!
Cochrane, Mick – THE GIRL WHO THREW BUTTERFLIES 
Molly wants to join the boys’ baseball team. Her late father taught her how to throw a knuckleball, and she hopes it’s enough to impress her coaches as well as her new teammates. Over the course of one baseball season, Molly must figure out how to redefine her relationships to things she loves, loved, and might love: her mother; her brilliant best friend, Celia; her father; her enigmatic and artistic teammate, Lonnie; and of course, baseball.  Throwing a knuckleball can be a lot like life – you prepare yourself as best you can then rear back and let it go – having faith it will float into the strike zone.  
Barrows, Ann – THE MAGIC HALF 
Miri is the non-twin child in a family with two sets of them—older brothers and younger sisters. The family has just moved to an old farmhouse in a new town, where the only good thing seems to be Miri’s ten-sided attic bedroom. But when Miri gets sent to her room after accidentally bashing her big brother on the head with a shovel, she finds herself in the same room only not quite – she’s suddenly finds herself in 1935!   
Birdsall, Jeanne – THE PENDERWICKS 
When the four Penderwick sisters find themselves staying on a beautiful estate called Arundel for the summer, they can’t wait to explore the wonderful sprawling grounds.  And even more wonderful is the estate owner’s son, the hunky Jeffrey!  Unfortuately, Jeffrey’s mother is concerned with the “unruly”  Penderwick girls and warns them to stay out of trouble.  Which of course, they will, won’t they?  
Bosch, Pseudonymous – THE NAME OF THIS BOOK IS SECRET 
This is the story about a secret. but it also contains a secret story.  When adventurous detectives, Cass, an ever- vigilant survivalist, and Max-Ernest, a boy driven by logic, discover the Symphony of Smells, a box filled with smelly vials of colorful ingredients, they accidentally stumble upon a mystery surrounding a dead magician’s diary and the hunt for immortality. 
Broach, Elise – MASTERPIECE 
Eleven-year-old James Terik isn’t particularly appreciated in the Pompaday household. Marvin, a beetle who lives happily with his “smothering, overinvolved relatives” behind the Pompadays’ kitchen sink, has observed James closely and knows he’s something special even if the boy’s mother and stepfather don’t. Insect and human worlds collide when Marvin uses his front legs to draw a magnificent pen-and-ink miniature for James’s birthday. James is thrilled with his tiny new friend, but is horrified when his mother sees the beetle’s drawing and instantly wants to exploit her suddenly special son’s newfound talents.  
Choldenko, Gennifer – IF A TREE FALLS AT LUNCHTIME 
Kirsten’s parents are barely speaking to each other, and her best friend has fallen under the spell of the school’s queen bee, Brianna. It seems like only Kirsten’s younger science-geek sister is on her side. Walker’s goal is to survive at the new white private school his mom has sent him to because she thinks he’s going to screw up like his cousin. But he’s a good kid. So is his friend Matteo, though no one knows why he’ll do absolutely anything that hot blond Brianna asks of him. But all of this feels almost trivial when Kirsten and Walker discover a secret that shakes them both to the core. 
Clements, Andrew – LUNCH MONEY 
Greg Kenton has always had a natural talent for making money—despite the annoying rivalry of his neighbor 
Maura Shaw. Then, just before sixth grade, Greg makes a discovery: Almost every kid at school has an extra quarter or two to spend almost every day. Multiply a few quarters by a few hundred kids, and for Greg, school suddenly looks like a giant piggy bank. All he needs is the right hammer to crack it open!   
Creech, Sharon – ABSOLUTELY NORMAL CHAOS 
 Mary Lou Finney, is keeping a summer journal for her English class. Letting it all hang out, she describes her noisy, uninhibited but loving family, her first romance, and her nerdy cousin, Carl Ray, who changes the path of 
her summer. Her efforts to make sense of Homer’s Odyssey add depth and delight to the story, especially when she realizes that the epic poem is an odyssey for life. She sees parallels in her own experiences that adds to the comic elements in this original coming of age story. 
Down, Siobhan – THE LONDON EYE MYSTERY 
 When Ted and Kat watched their cousin Salim get on board the London Eye, he turned and waved before getting on. But after half an hour it landed and everyone trooped off - but no Salim. Where could he have gone? Haws he spontaneously combusted? (Ted’s theory.) Has he been kidnapped? (Aunt Gloria’s theory.) Is he even still alive? (The family’s unspoken fear.) Even the police are baffled. Ted and Kat follow a trail of clues across London in a desperate bid to find their cousin, while time ticks dangerously by. 
DuPrau, Jeanne – THE CITY OF EMBER  
The city of Ember was built as a last refuge for the human race. Two hundred years later, the great lamps that light the city are beginning to flicker. When Lina finds part of an ancient message, she’s sure it holds a secret that will save the city. She and her friend Doon must decipher the message before the lights go out on Ember.  
Fendler, Donn – LOST ON A MOUNTAIN IN MAINE 
Twelve-year-old Donn becomes separated from his father and brothers while hiking in   Maine. He wanders alone in deep wilderness for two weeks while rescue crews desperately search as his worried family and the whole Nation pray for his safe return.  A true story!   
Fleishman, Sid – ESCAPE, THE STORY OF THE GREAT HOUDINI 
 How did he walk through walls, escape drowning, and shatter iron chains that were tightly wrapped around him? 
The rare photos and stories in this book might help you figure it out. So might the exclusive update about the rumor that Houdini was poisoned. But just remember, a true magician never reveals his tricks. . . .  
Frederick, Heather Vogel – THE MOTHER – DAUGHTER BOOK CLUB 
 Even if Megan would rather be at the mall, Cassidy is late for hockey practice, Emma’s already read every book in existence, and Jess is missing her mother too much to care, the new book club is scheduled to meet every month. But what begins as a mom-imposed ritual of reading Little Women soon helps four unlikely friends navigate the drama of middle school. From stolen journals, to secret crushes, to a fashion-fiasco first dance, the girls are up to their Wellie boots in drama.  They can’t help but wonder. What would Jo March do? 
Grogan, John – MARLY A DOG LIKE NO OTHER 
 Marley, a lovable Labrador retriever, is always getting himself into trouble. Some may say he is the world’s worst dog. But those who know and love Marley understand that nothing can stop his loyalty, exuberance, and passion—not even the Grogans’ screen door! How this big, rambunctious dog becomes the heart of the Grogan family is the story of Marley. How could your summer be complete without a true-life dog story?   
Gordon, Roderick and Williams, Brian – TUNNELS 
A thrilling adventure story about a mysterious underground world, read by Jack Davenport. Fourteen-year-old Will Burrows lives with his parents and younger sister Rebeccain London. He has little in common with any of them, except for a passion for digging, which he shares with his father, a museum curator and doctor of archaeology. When his father suddenly disappears after a row with his mother, the police believe he has just gone away for a while to cool down. But Will is unconvinced, and decides to investigate. 
Gutman, Dan – BABE AND ME 
On October 1, 1932, during Game Three of the Chicago Cubs — New York Yankees World Series, Babe Ruth belted a long home run to straightaway centerfield. According to legend, just before he hit, Babe pointed to the bleachers and boldly predicted he would slam the next pitch there.  Did this really happen? Travel back through time and find out! 
Higson, Charlie –  SILVERFIN - YOUNG BOND BOOK ONE 
What does it take to become the greatest secret agent the world has ever known?  In this thrilling prequel to the adventure of James Bond, 007, readers meet a young boy whose inquisitive mind and determination set him on a path that will someday take him across the globe, in pursuit of the world’s most dangerous criminals  

Klise, Kate – REGARDING THE BEES 
The seventh graders at Geyser Creek Middle School are beeyond stressed. They’re preparing for a spelling bee and a horrible standardized test called the BEE (Basic Education Evaluation). Plus, this year the hunt for their honeys has become all-important. It’s a good thing they have Honey, a bee that spells (yes, really!), as their class pet—and one fabulous teacher named Florence Waters. 
Mikaelson, Ben – STRANDED 
Koby wishes a lot of things were different: her dad would spend more time at home, mom would stop babying her, and that the kids at school would be friendly. Ever since she lost her foot in that bicycle accident, everyone treats her differently; she doesn’t feel like she belongs anywhere now. Her place of refuge is aboard the Titmouse, her dinghy, riding the ocean’s waves. But the evening she encounters an injured pilot whale, her life takes a spin. Will the whales live? Will they be set free? Will her parents quit arguing? Will they loose everything in the hurricane? 

Greg Mortenson- Three Cups of Tea Three Cups of Tea: One Man's Journey to Change the World... One Child at a Time ( The Young Reader's Edition) 

Hiking in the mountains of Pakistan in 1993, Mortenson got lost. He found his way to a small village where the locals helped him recover from his ordeal. While there, he noticed that the students had no building and did all of their schooling out of doors. Motivated to repay the kindness he had received, he vowed to return to the village and help build a school. Thus began his real life's journey. Mortenson's story recounts the troubles he faced in the U.S. trying to raise the money and then in Pakistan, trying to get the actual supplies to a remote mountain location.

Myers, Walter Dean – MY NAME IS AMERICA: THE JOURNAL OF SCOTT PENDLETON COLLINS 
I could see Omaha Beach through the smoke and haze as our assault boat rocked in the choppy waters.  The noise was unbelievable – shells hissing overhead, great booms along the shore as the navy pounded the Nazi positions.  ‘Okay, this is it!  Everybody out!  Let’s go, let’s go!’  True to life journal of seventeen-year-old taking part in D-Day invasion.   
Papademetriou, Lisa – SIXTH GRADE GLOMMERS, NORKS AND ME 
Allie Kimball is starting Grover Cleveland Middle School, and nothing is the same as it was in elementary school.  Her friend Tamara is making her feel like a “nork” (someone beyond both nerd and dork, in Allie’s hilarious vocabulary notes) for being overly unconcerned about her clothes and messy room. Worse yet, Tamara is turning into a “glommer” (a clingy friend) to stuck-up Renee, and making fun of Allie’s soccer mates. Allie slowly begins to realize that she has changed too, even in how she feels about her longtime crush and other boys whom she formerly found dorky.  Will she make it through sixth grade???
Patneaude, David – HAUNTING AT HOME PLATE 
 Nelson’s baseball team loses not only their coach but their best player.  The playoffs are coming, they’re falling apart when strange coaching messages begin to appear written in the dirt by home plate.  Where are they coming from?  Could it be … a ghost!!!??? 
Paulsen, Gary – LAWN BOY 
One day I was 12 years old and broke. Then Grandma gave me Grandpa’s old riding lawnmower. I set out to mow some lawns. More people wanted me to mow their lawns. And more and more. . . . One client was Arnold the stockbroker, who offered to teach me about “the beauty of capitalism. Supply and Demand. Diversify labor.  Distribute the wealth.” “Wealth?” I said. “It’s groovy, man,” said Arnold.  If I’d known what was coming, I might have climbed on my mower and putted all the way home to hide in my room. But the lawn business grew and grew. So did my profits, which Arnold invested in many things. And one of them was Joey Pow the prizefighter. That’s when my 12th summer got really interesting.  
Poe, Edgar Allen – EDGAR ALLAN POE’S TALES OF MYSTERY AND MADNESS 
Four of the legendary Edgar Allen Poe’s most popular tales are presented in an abridged format: “The Black Cat,” “The Masque of the Red Death,” “Hop-Frog,” and “The Fall of the House of Usher.” The watercolor and pen-and-ink artwork is populated with deftly drawn cartoon humans, animals, and other beings, many with grotesque or sinister expressions.  
Ryan, Pam Munoz – PAINT THE WIND 
Maya lives like a captive. At Grandmother’s house in California, everything is forbidden: friends, fun, even memories. And her life is built on lies: lies Grandmother tells her about her dead mother, lies Maya tells to impress or manipulate. But then she moves to the vast Wyoming wilderness where her mother’s family awaits - kind, rugged people who have no tolerance for lies. They challenge Maya to confront the truth about who she is. And a mysterious mustang called Artemisia waits, too. She holds the key to Maya’s freedom. But to find it, Maya will have to risk everything, including her life. 
Schaeffer, Laura – THE TEASHOP GIRLS 
 Annie, Genna, and Zoe have been hanging out at the Steeping Leaf since elementary school. The Teashop Girls do everything together — at least they used to. With the end of eighth grade approaching, Genna’s too busy with theater, Zoe’s always at tennis, and Annie feels totally left out. What happened to tea every week, no matter what? 
Scienszka, Jon – KNUCKLEHEAD – TALL TALES AND MOSTLY TRUE STORIES ABOUT GROWING UP  
How did Jon Scieszka get so funny, anyway? Growing up as one of six brothers was a good start, but that was just the beginning. Throw in Catholic school, lots of comic books, lazy summers at the lake with time to kill, babysitting misadventures, TV shows, jokes told at family dinner, and the result is Knucklehead. Part down memory lane provides a unique glimpse into the formation of a creative mind and a free spirit.  
Tarshis, Lauren – EMMA JEAN LAZERUS FELL OUT OF A TREE 
 Emma-Jean Lazarus is the smartest and strangest girl at William Gladstone Middle School. Her classmates don’t understand her, but that’s okay because Emma-Jean doesn’t quite get them either. But one afternoon, all that changes when she sees Colleen Pomerantz crying in the girl’s room; it is through Colleen that Emma-Jean gets a glimpse into what it is really like to be a seventh grader. And what she finds will send her tumbling out of a tree and questioning why she ever got involved in the first place. 
Taylor, Theodore – ICE DRIFT 
 Alika and his younger brother, Sulu, are hunting for seals on an ice floe attached to their island in the Arctic. 
Suddenly the ice starts to shake, and they hear a loud crack—the terrible sound of the floe breaking free from land. The boys watch with horror as the dark expanse of water between the ice and the shore rapidly widens, and they start drifting south—away from their home, their family, and everything they’ve ever known.  
Testa, Maria – BECOMING JOE DIMAGGIO 
 It’s 1936, and the Yankees have just hired a star center fielder whose name sounds like music. What could be a better time for Papa-Angelo’s grandson to be born? Christened after the legendary ballplayer, young Joseph Paul learns much at his Italian grandfather’s knee — about holding your breath in front of the radio during a 3-2 count with the bases loaded and having the audacity to dream big dreams. 
Timberlake, Amy – THAT GIRL LUCY MOON 
Lucy Moon is the kind of girl who loudly supports animal rights - during hunting season. She wears a woven cap made of hemp in support of third world workers. Lucy Moon is the kind of girl who spots injustice and isn’t afraid to fight it. So when two of her classmates are caught sledding on Wiggins Hill and the local paper refuses to report it - or the role of Ms. Ilene Viola Wiggins, richest woman in town, in the arrest - Lucy begins a campaign to fight against corruption in her hometown - and for sledding rights on Wiggins’ hill. 
Urban, Linda - A CROOKED KIND OF PERFECT 
 Ten-year-old Zoe Elias dreams of playing a baby grand piano at Carnegie Hall, but when Dad ventures to the music store and ends up with a wheezy organ instead of a piano, Zoe’s dreams hit a sour note. Learning the organ versions of old TV theme songs just isn’t the same as mastering Beethoven on the piano.. Yet when Zoe enters the annual Perform-O-Rama organ competition, she finds that life is full of surprises—and that perfection may be even better when it’s just a little off center  
Van Draanen, Wendelin – SAMMY KEYES AND THE WILD THINGS 
 This is not the summer camping trip of Sammy’s dreams. She imagined shade, streams, a deer or two. But she winds up in a phony forest with scrubby shrubs, blazing sun, rattlesnakes, and scorpions. Her fellow campers are desperate to catch a rare glimpse of an endangered condor in the wild. Sammy’s seen enough—that bird is ugly! But when she and two other girls find an injured condor, Sammy’s intrigued. The girls stray away from their group to track down a clue, but instead stumble onto two classmates and wind up lost.  
