Rising 7th Grade Reading List

St. Anthony School, El Segundo

Ms. Sliney


All rising 7th graders are required to read: 

Collins, Suzanne – HUNGER GAMES  
Sixteen-year-old Katniss is smart, athletic, and fast. She can take down a rabbit with a bow and arrow, hitting it straight through the eye. Will these skills be enough to survive the Hunger Games?  
Additionally, all rising 7th graders should chose TWO books from the attached list to read over the summer (thus students will be reading a minimum of three books). One of these books should be used for the cereal box report and the other should be used for the attached writing assignment. 

Any student that reads 10 or more of these books will go on a field trip to Rite Aide the first week of school for a complimentary ice cream prize!
Cooney, Caroline B. – Code Orange
Mitty Blake is a junior at St. Raphael’s, a Manhattan prep school in New York City. It is a school for the very smart or the very rich. Mitty’s family is in the “very rich” category. He could care less about doing his schoolwork. Mitty would rather listen to his iPod and roam the streets, but he must do a paper on small pox for biology class. While staying the weekend at his parent’s country home in Connecticut, Mitty discovers some very old medical texts and decides to use these for his research. While thumbing through the old text, he comes across an envelope containing scabs from the 1902 smallpox epidemic in Boston. After handling the scabs, it occurs to him that he could get smallpox from handling them, so he sends anonymous emails to various agencies to try to get some answers. The recipients get suspicious and forward the emails to the FBI. Before the FBI can find Mitty, a terrorist group that plans to use him as a biological weapon kidnaps him. Mitty is trapped and nobody knows where he is. Left alone, with nobody to rely on but himself, Mitty transforms from a laid-back slacker to an ingenious man of action. 
Abbot, Anthony – FIRE GIRL 
“There’s something you need to know about Jessica…” said Mrs. Tracy.  From this moment on, life is never quite the same for Tom and his seventh-grade classmates. Despite Jessica’s shocking appearance and the fear she evokes in him and most of the class, Tom slowly develops a tentative friendship with Jessica that changes his life. Firegirl is a powerful story that will show listeners that even the smallest of gestures can have a profound impact on someone’s life. 
Ambrose, Stephen – THE GOOD FIGHT: HOW WORLD WAR II WAS WON 
Epic historian Stephen Ambrose tells the story of World War II – the good, the bad, and the ugly – From Pearl Harbor to Hiroshima.
Anderson, Laurie Halse – CHAINS 
As the Revolutionary War begins, thirteen-year-old Isabel wages her own fight...for freedom. Promised freedom upon the death of their owner, she and her sister, Ruth,  become the property of a malicious New York City couple, who have no sympathy for the American Revolution and even less for Ruth and Isabel.
Baker, Deirdre – BECCA AT SEA 
Becca’s made many visits to her grandmother’s rustic cabin in the Gulf Islands, but this February, it’s different. With her mother expecting a baby, Becca is making the trip to Gran’s all by herself. Suddenly, the place, and even her grandmother, feels foreign. Summer’s carefree, fun-filled island is now cold and unfamiliar, full of mystery and challenges, kind of like Becca herself — the visit has brought out all her insecurities. But when she finds an oyster full of pearls, it sets off a series of small but significant adventures that leave her seeing the island, her family, and herself through new eyes. 
Barry, Dave, Pearson, Ridley – PETER AND THE STARCATCHERS 
Ever wonder how Captain Hook lost his hand to a crocodile? Then crack open this thoroughly entertaining prequel to Peter Pan. The book tells the story behind the story with a rollicking  adventure which stretches from an English orphanage across a turbulent sea to faraway Mollusk Island. 
Bosch, Pseudonymous – IF YOU’RE READING THIS, IT’S TOO LATE 
 Beware! Dangerous secrets lie between the pages of this book - sequel to The Name of This Book is Secret.  Heroes, Cass and Max-Ernest, continue their ongoing fight against the evil Dr. L and Ms. Mauvais. Will they prevail?   
Choldenko, Gennifer – AL CAPONE DOES MY SHIRTS 
 Murderers, mob bosses, and convicts - these guys are not your average neighbors - unless you live on Alcatraz. It’s 1935 and twelve-year-old Moose Flanagan and his family have just moved to the infamous island that’s home to hardened criminal Al Capone. Moose has to try to fit in at his new school, avoid getting caught up in one of the warden’s daughter’s countless plots, and keep an eye on his sister Natalie, who’s not like other kids… 
Christie, Agatha – SLEEPING MURDER 
Sent by her husband to find a suitable house, a young bride finds what she thinks is the perfect choice—a charming Victorian villa called Hillside. But strange events soon lead her to believe that the house is haunted.  Miss Marple however has a more sinister explanation. A real bone chiller by the Mistress of Suspense! 
Cochrane, Mick – THE GIRL WHO THREW BUTTERFLIES 
 Molly wants to join the boys’ baseball team. Her late father taught her how to throw a knuckleball, and she hopes it’s enough to impress her coaches as well as her new teammates. Over the course of one baseball season, Molly must figure out how to redefine her relationships to things she loves, loved, and might love: her mother; her brilliant best friend, Celia; her father; her enigmatic and artistic teammate, Lonnie; and of course, baseball.  Throwing a knuckleball can be a lot like life – you prepare yourself as best you can then rear back and let it go – having faith it will float into the strike zone and if it doesn’t, not letting the discouragement keep you from throwing another … 
Connor, Leslie – WAITING FOR NORMAL 
Addie is waiting for normal. But Addie’s mom has an all-or-nothing approach to life: a food fiesta or an empty pantry, jubilation or gloom, her way or no way. All or nothing never adds up to normal. In spite of life’s twists and turns, Addie remains optimistic. Someday, maybe, she’ll find normal. 
Day, Karen – NO CREAM PUFFS 
 Madison is not your average 12-year-old girl from Michigan in 1980. She doesn’t use lipgloss, but she loves to play sports, and joins baseball for the summer—the first girl in Southern Michigan to play on a boys’ team. The press call her a star and a trailblazer, but Madison just wants to play ball. Who knew it would be so much pressure?  Good compliment to the all-school The Girl Who Threw Butterflies. 
Farmer, Nancy – THE SEA TROLLS  
The year: A.D. 793. Jack is suddenly in for the adventure of his life when Viking berserkers kidnap him.  Will he ever make it back to his Saxon village?  
Frederick, Heather Vogel – MUCH ADO ABOUT ANNE (The Mother-Daughter Book Club Series #2). 
Emma, Jess, Cassidy, and Megan are invited by snooty Becca Chadwick and her mother to join the book club!  But there are bigger problems when Jess finds out that her family may have to give up Half Moon Farm. In a year filled with skating parties, a disastrous mother-daughter camping trip, and a high-stakes fashion show, the girls realize that it’s only through working together - Becca included - that they can save Half Moon Farm.  
Grant, K. M. – BLOOD RED HORSE 
You need three things to become a brave and noble knight: a warhorse, a fair maiden, and a just cause. Will possesses the first two.  Can he find number three and achieve his destiny? 
Gordon, Roderick, Williams, Brian – DEEPER  
Will stumbles across the Styx’s dastardly plan to enslave all Topsoilers by poisoning them with a lethal toxin. Slowly he begins to piece together the plot. But how can Will save all those above from annihilation when his own life is at risk down below—and when his killer sister is still at large (sequel to Tunnels). 
Harlow, Joan Hiatt – THUNDER FROM THE SEA 
It’s 1929 and thirteen-year-old Tom Campbell has always wanted a real family with a real house and a dog of his very own. Since he was three years old, the only home he has ever known has been the Mission orphanage.  When he is sent to live and work with fisherman Enoch and his wife, Tom finally sees his dream within reach. And when he rescues a Newfoundland dog in the middle of a terrifying squall, Tom feels as if both he and the dog, which he names Thunder, have found a place to call home at last. But problems soon threaten his happy existence … 
Higson, Charlie – BLOOD FEVER – YOUNG BOND BOOK TWO 
Following his adventures in the Scottish Highlands, James Bond is back at Eton, where he has joined the risk-taking Danger Society. Summer vacation is on the horizon and James is looking forward to the school trip to the beautiful Italian island of Sardinia,  and the opportunity to spend some time with his reclusive cousin Victor. But all is not as it appears. James soon discovers that the seemingly peaceful island harbors some strange secrets. Before long, Victor’s house has been ransacked and important pieces of artwork have been stolen. Will he solve the crime?   
Hoobler, Dorothy and Thomas – THE GHOST IN THE TOKAIDO INN 
Fourteen year old Seikei longs to be a Samurai warrior and ends up chasing a ghost-like thief.  Reads like a Japanese Harry Potter! 
Kadohata, Cynthia – CRACKER, THE BEST DOG IN VIETNAM 
Cracker is one of the United States Army’s most valuable weapons: a German shepherd trained to sniff out bombs, traps, and the enemy. The fate of entire platoons rests on her keen sense of smell. She’s a Big Deal, and she likes it that way. Told in part through the uncanny point of view of a German shepherd, Cracker! is an action-packed glimpse into the Vietnam War as seen through the eyes of a dog and her handler 
Key, Watt – ALABAMA MOON 
Ten-year-old Moon Blake has spent most of his life hiding out in the forests of Alabama with his father, a shell-shocked war veteran who clings to conspiracy theories and trusts no one. In his short life, Moon has met fewer people than he can count on one hand. But when his father dies unexpectedly, Moon is forced to make a decision. Should he continue to live a life of solitude, or should he forge his way in the world and give the people he meets the benefit of the doubt? 
Korman, Gordon – SWINDLE 
After a mean collector named Swindle cons him out of his most valuable baseball card, Griffin Bing must put together a band of misfits to break into Swindle’s compound and recapture the card. There are many things standing in their way - a menacing guard dog, a high-tech security system, a very secret hiding place, and their inability to drive - but Griffin and his team are going to get back what’s rightfully his. 
Montgomery, L. M. – ANNE OF GREEN GABLES 
Anne, an 11-year-old orphan, is sent by mistake to live with a lonely, middle-aged brother and sister on a Prince Edward Island farm and proceeds to make an indelible impression on everyone around her.
Greg Mortenson- Three Cups of Tea Three Cups of Tea: One Man's Journey to Change the World... One Child at a Time ( The Young Reader's Edition) 

Hiking in the mountains of Pakistan in 1993, Mortenson got lost. He found his way to a small village where the locals helped him recover from his ordeal. While there, he noticed that the students had no building and did all of their schooling out of doors. Motivated to repay the kindness he had received, he vowed to return to the village and help build a school. Thus began his real life's journey. Mortenson's story recounts the troubles he faced in the U.S. trying to raise the money and then in Pakistan, trying to get the actual supplies to a remote mountain location.
Law, Ingrid – SAVVY 
Mibs Beaumont is about to turn thirteen, which in the Beaumont family means her “savvy”- her special power-is about to strike. Her brothers’ savvies let them create hurricanes and spark electricity, but Mibs has yet to learn what her savvy is. What will it be and what will she do with it? 
Lawrence, Iain – THE WRECKERS 
Shipwrecked after a vicious storm, fourteen-year-old John Spencer attempts to save his father and himself while also dealing with an evil secret about the English coastal town where they are stranded. 
Lisle, Janet Taylor – BLACK DUCK 
 When Ruben and Jeddy find a dead body in an evening suit washed up on the shore, they are certain it has to do with smuggling liquor. It is spring 1929, Prohibition is in full swing, and many in their community are involved.  
Lupica, Mike – THE BIG FIELD 
 Playing shortstop is a way of life for Hutch—not only is his hero, Derek Jeter, a shortstop, but so was his father, a former local legend turned pro. Which is why having to play second base feels like demotion to second team. Yet that’s where Hutch ends up after Darryl “D-Will” Williams, joins the team. With the league championship on the line, just how far is Hutch willing to bend to be a good teammate?  
Greg Mortenson- Three Cups of Tea Three Cups of Tea: One Man's Journey to Change the World... One Child at a Time ( The Young Reader's Edition) 

Hiking in the mountains of Pakistan in 1993, Mortenson got lost. He found his way to a small village where the locals helped him recover from his ordeal. While there, he noticed that the students had no building and did all of their schooling out of doors. Motivated to repay the kindness he had received, he vowed to return to the village and help build a school. Thus began his real life's journey. Mortenson's story recounts the troubles he faced in the U.S. trying to raise the money and then in Pakistan, trying to get the actual supplies to a remote mountain location.

Paratore, Colleen – WILLA AT HEART 
 It’s almost summer on Cape Cod, where Willa Havisham and Joey Kennelly are finally enjoying their status as the most compatible couple at Bramble Academy. When the community theater advertises auditions for Our Town, Willa and Joey seem fated to play the romantic leads. But when Marielle, the dazzling new girl, offers up some dramatic competition, Willa turns greener than the lawn at her parents’ inn.  
Peet, Mal – KEEPER  
In an interview with a young journalist, World Cup hero, El Gato, describes his youth in the Brazilian rain forest and the events, experiences, and people that helped make him a great goalkeeper and renowned soccer star. 
Peterson-Haddox – FOUND (Missing Series #1).  
Thirteen-year-old Jonah has always known that he was adopted, and he’s never thought it was any big deal.  Then he and a new friend, Chip, who’s also adopted, begin receiving mysterious letters. The first one says, “You are one of the missing.” The second one says, “Beware! They’re coming back to get you.”  Jonah, Chip, and Jonah’s sister, Katherine, are soon plunged into a mystery that involves the FBI and a vast smuggling operation.  
Smith, Roland – ELEPHANT RUN 
In 1941, bombs drop from the night skies of London, demolishing the apartment Nick Freestone lives in with his mother. Deciding the situation in England is too unstable, Nick’s mother sends him to live with his father in Burma, hoping he will be safer living on the family’s teak plantation.  But as soon as Nick arrives, trouble erupts in the remote Burmese elephant village. Japanese soldiers invade, and Nick’s father is taken prisoner.  Nick is left stranded on the plantation, forced to work as a servant to the new rulers. As life in the village grows more dangerous for Nick and his young friend, Mya, they plan their daring escape. Setting off on elephant back, they will risk their lives to save Nick’s father and Mya’s brother from a Japanese POW camp. 
Sonnenblick, Jordan – ZEN AND THE ART OF FAKING IT 
When eighth-grader San Lee moves to a new town and a new school for the umpteenth time, he doesn’t try to make new friends or be a loner or play cool. Instead he sits back and devises a plan to be totally different.  When he accidentally answers too many questions in World History on Zen (only because he just had Ancient Religions two schools ago) all heads turn and San has his answer: he’s a Zen Master. 
Stewart, Trenton Lee – THE MYSTERIOUS BENEDICT SOCIETY 
Dozens of children respond to a peculiar newspaper ad and are then put through a series of mind-bending tests, which readers take along with them. Only four children-two boys and two girls-succeed. Their challenge: to go on a secret mission that only the most intelligent and inventive children could complete. To accomplish it they will have to go undercover at the Learning Institute for the Very Enlightened, where the only rule is that there are no rules. But what they’ll find in the hidden underground tunnels of the school is more than your average school supplies. Will they be able to foil an evil plot to control the world?! 
Yee, Lisa – STANFORD WONG FLUNKS BIG TIME 
After flunking sixth-grade English, basketball prodigy Stanford Wong must struggle to pass his summer- school class, keep his failure a secret from his friends, and satisfy his academically demanding father. 
